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KON CURTRI& TO SECRETLY ARRANGE SWAPPING U2 PILOT FRANCIS GARY
‘OWERS FGR RﬂSSIAN SPY RUDOLPH ABEL, HAS BEEN %g%ﬁggp MEDAL BY THE

ALy R

Lhéﬁ%kCE A ENC% IT WAS DISCLOSED
DO OVAN BLTS COURT*APPOINTED ATTORNEY AT THE

”H¢SIAN'S PY TRIAL, ALSC RECEIVED A LETTER FROM PRESIDENT KENNEDY
FRAISING HIS "SKILL AND COURAGE"™ IN THE SWAP NEGOTIATIONS. j]

MARCH 17 (AP)~JAMES B, DONCVAN, WHO JOURNEYED BEHIND THE ‘\

4]  INFORMATION ABCUT THE MEDAL AND LETTER WAS CONTAINED IN AN ANNOUNCE
JENT BY THE Niy YORK CITY BOARD OF EDUCATION WITH THE PERMISSION OF

_ﬁw -0’0*AN COULD NOT BE REACHED TONIGHT FOR COMMENT.
' THE ANNQUNCEMENT SAID THE C ,% DISTINGUISHED INTELLIGENCE MEBAL

YAS AWARDED TC DONOVAN AT A ATE "CEREMONY LAST “TUESPAY, "CTIA" ~ ™
pIRECTOR JOHN As MCCONE MADE THE PRESENTATION AT THE ﬁIRECTfUN‘OF
PRESIDENT KENNEDY.
ACCOMPANYING THE MEDAL WAS A CITATION SAYING OF DONOVAN: "HIE
NIQUE ACCOMPLISHMENTS REPRESENT A CONTRIBUTION OF GREAT VALUE TC THE
¢IA AND TO THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT."
THE PRESIDENT®*S LETTER, DATED LAST MCHDAY, SAID THE BROCKLYN
\TTORNEY HAD CARRIED OUT THE SECRET NEGOTIATIONS ™WITH THE GREATEST
KILL AND COQURAGE,™ AND ADDED:

"YOU HAVE BY TﬁIS TIME BECOME AWARE OF THE RESOLUTION IN THE CASE
PF ERANCIS GARY POWERS.

IT MIST BE A GREAT SOURCE OF GRATIFICATION TO YOU, AND I WANT YQU

0 KNOUW THAT I CONSIDER THE RETURR OF MR. POWERE AND tHE RESULTS OF
REVIEW OF THE CASE VALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS TC THE NATIONAL

NTEREST o "
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